
































POLK COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Minutes from Tuesday, March 15, 2011 

Polk County Government Center – County Board Room 
Balsam Lake, WI 54810 

 
Chairman Johnson called the Work Session portion of the meeting of the Polk County 
Board of Supervisors to order at 1:00 PM.  
County Clerk informed the chair that notice of the agenda was properly posted in 
three public buildings, published in the county’s legal paper and posted on the county 
website the week of March 7, 2011, the first amended agenda posted on March 8th 
and the second amended agenda on March 10, 2011.  Corporation Counsel informed 
the board that the initial and second amended meeting notice was sufficient as to time 
and subject matter under the open meetings law and that Board could act on matters 
noticed on the second amended meeting notice after the board adopted a motion to 
suspend the rules, suspending the time provisions set forth in the County Board Rules of 
Order. 
Roll call was taken by the Clerk, with 21 members present.  Suprs. Kienholz and 
Bergstrom were absent for roll call. Both joined the meeting later, Bergstrom at 1:45pm 
and Kienholz at 2:30pm.   
Chairman Johnson asked for a motion to suspend of the rules to facilitate the work 
session discussion.  Motion (Masters/Sample) to suspend Article 3(4) and Article 4(9) of 
the Rules of Order.  Carried by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Work session began with a presentation by Administrator, Dana Frey, on the financial 
status of Polk County and the impact of the Governor’s budget proposals.   
 
Chairman called for a 5 minute break. 
 
A second presentation was given by County Planner, Tim Anderson and Bob Kazmierski 
of UW Extension to assist the supervisors in looking at strategic priorities for 2012 and 
beyond.   Tim Anderson and Bob Kazmierski will assimilate the data collected and 
distribute a report to the supervisors for use in setting goals and making plans for Polk 
County. 
 
Chairman called for a 10 minute break. 
 
Time was given for discussion and consideration of the Strategic Plan. 
Chairman asked for a motion to go into closed session.  Motion (Sample/Masters) to 
convene in closed session to consider and develop bargaining strategy for labor 
contracts pursuant to Section 19.85(1)(e).  Requests for Darlene Kusmirek, Clerk Carole 
Wondra and Corporation Counsel, Jeff Fuge to remain during closed session. ,  Motion 
carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
Motion (Brown/N Johnson) to reconvene in open session.  Motion carried by unanimous 
voice vote. 
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Reconvene into open session.  5:40pm Chairman called for recess until regular business 
meeting at 6:30pm.  

 

 



 
Back in Regular session. 
  
Chairman Johnson called the meeting of the Polk County Board of Supervisors to order 
at 6:30 PM.  
Roll call was taken by the Clerk, with 19 members present.  Supr. Kienholz, Stoneking 
and Christensen were absent for roll call, but joined the meeting immediately after.   
Supervisor Masters led the prayer. 
Chairman led the Pledge of Allegiance and asked for a moment of silence in support of 
persons impacted by the earthquake and tsunami in Japan. 
 
 
Chairman Johnson requested a motion to suspend the rules to allow for the 2nd 
amended agenda.  Motion (Luke/Nelson) to suspend the rules of order to allow 
consideration of Resolution E, as noticed on the  2nd amended agenda.  Motion carried 
by voice vote.  Motion (Sample/Masters) to amend the agenda and allow a review of 
the events and personnel behaviors associated with the non-occurrence of March 3, 
2011 County Board meeting; and to convene in closed session pursuant to Wis. Stat. 
Sec. 19.85(1)(f), for the purpose of affording preliminary consideration of specific 
personnel problems or investigation of charges against specific persons.  Following said 
closed session, the County Board of Supervisors will reconvene in open session to 
consider or take action on any matter considered in the closed session. Motion to 
amend agenda carried by unanimous voice vote.   
 
Corporation Counsel requested that pursuant to Wisconsin Statute Section 19.85(2) that 
said closed session be placed at the foot of the agenda, immediately prior to 
adjournment. 
 
Motion (Stoneking/Christensen) to add Resolution E to the amended agenda, carried by 
a roll call vote 12 yes, 11 no.  Voting yes: Supr. H Johansen, D. Johansen, Kienholz, 
Caspersen, Moriak, Arcand, Luke, Stoneking, Jepsen, O’Connell Christensen and Wm. 
Johnson.  Voting no: Supr. Schmidt, Brown, Rattel, Edgell, Masters, Sample, Nelson, 
Hartung, Bergstrom, N Johnson and Voelker . 
 
Chairman Johnson requested consideration and any corrections to the published 
January 18, 2011 County Board minutes.  No corrections were offered.  Chairman 
declared that said minutes were approved by consensus. 
 
Public comments were offered. 
 
Chairman’s Report was given, by Wm. Johnson. 
 
Administrator’s Report was given, By Dana Frey. 
 
Finance Director’s report was given, by Maggie Wickre. 
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Committee/Board Reports were given. 
 

 



Chair called for a 10 minute break. 
 
Chairman discussed the notice subject of an amendment to the rules of order, 
affecting Article 5. Voting. 
 Replace current No. 2 with: the Chairperson or any supervisor may request a roll call 
vote, by voice or ballot, to be recorded by the clerk.  If both a voice vote and a ballot 
vote are requested, the method supported by a majority of the quorum present, will 
determine the method used. 
Change No. 3 to: All roll call votes by voice of the County Board shall proceed on a 
rotating basis.  Delete current No. 4 and change No. 5 to No. 4.  Amendments to the 
rules of order were approved by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman requested a vote on the confirmation of the appointment of Supervisor 
Kathryn Kienholz to the IFLS Board.  Appointment confirmed by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Chairman requested vote on the confirmation of appointments for 2011 Emergency Fire 
Wardens. 

Deloris and John Hermstad – Towns of Bone Lake, Luck & West Sweden 
Keith and Michelle Schmidt – Town of Clam Falls 
Patty and Ron Fredericks – Towns of Clam falls & West Sweden 
Earl and Sharon Jensen – Town of Lorain 
Earl and Marilyn Roettger – Town of Sterling 

   Jeff and Cheri Moats – Towns of West Sweden, Luck & Clam Falls 
Wayne and Mildred Lundquist – Towns of West Sweden & Clam Falls       
Penny Shockman – Town of McKinley 
Shawn Johnson – Town of Sterling 

Confirmation of appointed  Fire wardens approved by unanimous voice vote.   
    

Resolution 06-11 to Authorize Polk County Japanese Knotweed Control Grant. 
Motion (Brown/Masters) to approve. Resolution was addressed by Tim Ritten, Land& 
Water Director.  Motion to approve Resolution 06-11, carried by unanimous voice vote.  
Resolution adopted. 
  
Resolution 07-11 Veteran Benefits Funding.  Motion (Jepsen/Schmidt) to approve. 
Veterans Service Officer, Rick Gates addressed the Resolution. Motion to approve 
Resolution 07-11 carried by unanimous voice vote.  Resolution adopted. 
 
Resolution 08-11  Cancellation of Outstanding Orders.  Motion (Masters/Jepsen) to 
approve.  County Treasurer, Amanda Nissen addressed the resolution.  Motion to 
approve Resolution 08-11 carried by unanimous voice vote.  Resolution adopted.  
 
Resolution 09-11 to Authorize Disbursement of the 2010 Dog License Fund Moneys and 
to Appropriate Remaining Surplus for Administration of the dog License law in Tax Year 
2011.  Motion (Stoneking/Brown) to approve.  Corporation Counsel, Jeff Fuge addressed 
the Resolution. Motion to approve Resolution 09-11 carried by unanimous voice vote. 
Resolution adopted. 
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Resolution 10-11 in Support of Polk County Employees. Motion (Kienholz/D Johansen) to 
approve. Motion (Masters/Nelson) to amend Resolution 10-11 by striking “rights of” in 
the WHEREAS clause and “the rights” from the BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED clause.  
Amendment was withdrawn.  Motion (Hartung/Sample) to amend Resolution 10-11 by 
adding to the NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED clause.  Amendment offered:  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Polk County Board of Supervisors thanks the 
hardworking men and women for their invaluable contribution to our community; and 
wants to assure our employees that ALL contracts will be honored until expiration.  In the 
meantime, we will be developing an employee handbook with our employee policies.  
Our intent is to continue to offer our employee’s salaries, benefits and working 
conditions with the intent of keeping and recruiting the high quality of employees we 
now enjoy.   
And striking the BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED clause. 
Motion (Arcand/Schmidt) to lie on the table Resolution 10-11.  Supervisor Sample called 
for a point of order on said motion.  Chairman declared said motion in order.  Motion to 
table Resolution 10-11 carried by voice vote.   
 
Supervisor’s reports were given. 
 
Chairman Johnson provided a report concerning the non-occurrence of the March 3, 
2011 County Board  special meeting.  Supervisor Sample provided commentary on the 
same. 
  
Motion (D Johansen/Christensen) to adjourn.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned 9:25 
pm. 
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